From Lothian Street with Love

by Fiona Petty

As a child growing u@t 51Lothian Streetn Annerley, myearliestmemories were formed

by walking topre-school in Gowrie Streetn 19 7 5, hol ding my motherod
memories were made walkingand fromJunction ParlState Schodior severnyears

followed byfive years at Yeronga Hig&tateSchool, shopping at Annerley Junction on

Ipswich Roadand catching thbuson school holiday visiténto the cityor out to Moorooka

and everfurther afield toGarden City | workedpart timeat the Sizzlerestauranbn

Ipswich Road in my last years of high school and while at attetid@ldniversity of

Queensland.

| eventuallylearned to drive in Annerley, but geuth | had memorisedcevery house and

every crack in the footpathf bothsections of_othian Streetsl knew where all the friendly

cats lived and where to cross the road to aaggressivelogs.l marked the changef

seasons by waiting for the pink blossoms of the crepe myrtle trees along the nature strip to

reappear on their wintdrarren branches.

Many people in our street and surrounds were elderly and loved to chat about Annerley in
the old days. They had hé#dul gardens and, as | walkéy their houses with my mother,

they would give us posies of flowessplantcuttings to strikeThey spoke of how the street
had changedver time with several houses divided indab-dwellings or fully replaced by

new brick structuredndeed, my own houseas in between two blocks of flats built in the

late 1960s and early970s.

Over the years, | watched several houses sold to developers, bplitamd preparefbr
their midnight departure on lel@adersfor relocdion to rural areas, making way for unit

complexes be built on generamgenty fourpercheslocksin relative proximity to theCBD.



One of the first houses | saw this happen to in Lothian Street had been occupied by journalist

and autor Hugh Lunn and his family inti®5 0s when t hey operated Lu
Ipswich Road. Their house fronted onto EkiBioad,butfrom our house we could séee

sideandrean f O T h e L, amdmlthaughpgheyahaddaing ago moved out, it easy

for me tovisualise some of the more colourful storiesis 1950schildhood memoirdver

the Top with Jifdwhen | read it many years lat&ventually, ny very own house also

succumbed to the same fate, replaced by a large unit comlé21

With few original homes maainingin Lothian Streetit is fortunatethe Corley Collection

(https://explorer.corley.slg.qld.gov.dwapture images of somedusesasthey weren the

late 1960sInspired by the Corley image of my own home and several others in Lothian
Street and surrounds, | obtained the historical title deeds of my childhood home and began
researching Lothian Street through newspapers, electoralostal records and family
historyartefacts Combining theseecordswith informationobtainedfrom otherLothian
Streetpastresidentaand my own memories, | now write this ess@gocialhistory, noting
howthe homesdjusted tahanges ithe ways peoplelived and worled from the early 1900s

to the 1980s

Eachfeaturechousereflects thecharacteof Lothian Street, someeinghome to multi-
generational families for decasjevhile somewereworkplaces or temporagccommodation

for others.Several werénvestment propertideng before that concept became as common as
it is these daysAn observation of social historhere are stories of politics, celebrations,
scandals andrief, all told with great fondned®sr the suburb of Annerley; dm Lothian

Street with love.

Fiona Petty (nee Trewin), July 2021


https://explorer.corley.slq.qld.gov.au/

Early Lothian Street

Lothian Street began its existence as Jane Strdanhel887 in the Collins Estate
subdivision of portion 106 of Yeerongpilly and at that stage, was only a singular stretch
betweenwhat was even then call&kibin Road andvhat we now know aBudley Street

East.
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Collins Estate, , Brisbane, 1887. John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland

Boasting frontage to Ipswich Roaddproximity to the Junction Hotel and the Omnibus
Tram stop, allotments in the Collins Estate were on what was described in the Figaro as a
beautiful gentle slope with rich chocolate sild no gulliesThe auction was reported as a

success with 53 allotemts being sold in two hours with sale prices varying from £92 td £25

By 1927, Jane Street was named in a long list compiled By/tinks Committee of the
BrisbaneCity Council for street light installation to be undertalkiea following year One

light was placed on the corner of Jane and Dudley Street.



Although apostbox is shown on the 1917 street nmeyove, théDaily Standard on March

9th, 1934 reported on public pressure for postal services in the agalting in a post box

erected on theorner of Jane Street and Ekibin Rdad

LETTER BOX FOR ANNERLEY.
Jane-street and Ekibin-road.

IN reply to representations which h-

submitted to the Postmaste
General's Department, at the instanc:
of the Annerley Progress Association.
Mr. J. Francis (Minister administer
ing War Service Homes and Assistan.
Minister for Defence) has been ad
vised that it has been decided to erec!
a letter receiver at the corner of
Janestreet and Ekibin road,

Action will be taken at an ea(ly
cate for the erection of the posting
box, and .rrangements will be made
for the clearance of the box at 8.30
am. and 11 pm. daily, Monday to
Friduy, and 8.30 am. on Saturdays
and 11 p.m. on Sundays and holidays.

Sewerage came later in 1937, coinciding witpush to rename Jane Street to Lothian
Street, to differentiaté from 13other Jane Streets in Brisbane, following a campaign taken

up by the Deputy Director of PesindTelegraphs, MA B Corbett Heurged the Council to




better identify the confusing array of Ostre

number®which he described @&n economic waste of time for everybady

In researching this essay, some speculation is used when lodéngantdisted in the Wise
PostalDirectories from 1909 to 194b houses in Lothian Stregtie to the lack dfiouse
numbers in those documenksowever, some street numbers can be confirimoed
addressepublished imewspaperandElectoral Rolls with such records also offering an

insight into house names used by the occupants

RecentGoogle Streetiew imagey, correlations to CorleZollection photographand the
corresponding actual street numbers is also clarified to the best of my ability without going to
the expense of purchasing title deeds of the profiled homes, other than my own childhood

home.

An aerial image in 193@magel) showsthe housesn both sections of Lothian Street
although thghotographunfortunatelyomitteda few houses at the end of Lothian Street
where it meets with Dudley Street Eakhe July 1982 aerial map (Image@ghlightsthe
change irLothian Street over timayith blocks of flats replacingeveral othe homes

profiled in this essay.



Cc @ gmagery.nformation.qid gov.au/?ud = air-photo-where&sual
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Lothian Streetbetween Ekibin Road and Dudley Street East

51 Lothian Street
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Corley Collection

This is51 Lothian Street, Annerleyny childhood home from 1975 to 1991. The original
certificate of title for théandis dated November 1912, in the name of Louisa Jowsd as
60 wi fHenryadéned In April 1913, a Deed of Mortgage was recorded from Laudisnes to

the Workers Dwelling Board for £178dicating the date of constructién

Louisa was a widovand mother of fousons when she married Henry Jones, a wharf
labourer. The couple lived in Fortitude Valley befbreldingin Jane Street in the Giols
Estate off Ipswich Road, with Louismonadv er t i sing her oO0first cl as

from home in 1913 in the Brisbane Telegraplo ui s a 6 s  \alsolivadgnithstiem’s o n

A new title was recorded in April 1918 for Thomas &atherine Burneand waghen
transferred toWilliam James Tricein August 1920Postalandelectoral records indicate

both BurnesandTrice resided inCoorparoaduring this periodperhaps renting the house at



51to David Barron whavaslisted at thisdcation in 1923 andias also associated with

number48 Lothian Street for many yeamirectly opposité

By June 1921, Alfred Hedges Mackiagld the tile and a&€140 mortgagegor number 51with

his wife Eliza added to tHeeed orre-mortgagng in 1923and again irl926.

A house painter from RockleAlfred 6 A IHédges Mackay (1891974)andhis wife Eliza
Shuttleworth(1892- 1971 reared 3 children in Jane/Lothian Stréxrethea Mary
Westbrook-nee Mackay (191-1999), Albertd J dHed@es Mackay (19181992) and Joan
TiefenbruriGarthenee Mackay (192®2017) each enrollect JunctiorPark school just as |

was some 50 years lafer

Il n 1925, Alf posted a reward in the newspape
the blacksmith on Ipswich Ro&BlAlf made the news in 1933 when he was injured after

falling off a roof in Taringd! Alf got some unwanted publicity for his hougainting

business in 1936 when he pleaded guilty and was fingte Industrial Relations couidr

employing ayoung lad for work outside the scope of an apprenticéship.

Happier newsppearsn the sociahotices In 1944, JoaiMackay received an engagement
ring, sent by frdamehe Unitdd Stated®Sixiy guésts atieidgd a &vell
partyfor Joanat homen Lothian Streein 1946before she sailed to Missoun the war

bride ship, theéMariposa *

Pam Stewart, daughter of Doretl{®mrrie) Westbrook nee Mackayas fond memories of
hergrandfather Alfred (AlflandEliza (Cissie)¥rom living with themat number 51n the
mid-1940sandlatervisiting during theholidays, playing with the Lunn kidsn the corner.

Pam recallsd M first job was at Woolworthsot the grocery store but haberdasheithe



Junction over the Christmas holidaj&any years later after Nana died, Pa was always to be

found at the tram stop on the corner talking to any and evedjone.

Whenmy parents Alan anBaisyIsabel(Bell) Trewin moved in to 5in 1975 the front

fence had fallen over and was beyond repair. The grass washweikt(for adults, but

headheight for me)the roof leaked and many of the floorboards on the front corner of the

veranda were rotten, as were the front st&ifs.found remindersf the Mackay family, such

as baskets, little medicine bottles, hand toltsseshoes, woodealothespegs kerosene
lamps and mirrorRel i cs of Louisa Jonesd | aundry item
ancient washboard, concrete tudbjg boiling coppera wringerand a rotted old, saggy

clothes prop. | caalso clearly remember the atdrpet and curtains.

Author photos

There was a massive mango tree in the back corner of our yard which never produced edible
mangoegxcept forthe oneChristmaswe were away on holidaysWe could reach out from

our back landing to pick fruit fromawpaw treeThemaiden hair ferns grew lushly under
thebackstairs We also hadhreebeautiful frangipani trees in our back yard, each with

differentcolours andemon tree, darkened and gnarled with.age



There wasn't much in the way of modern conveniences when we moved in, although there
was a second toilet under the houlee only source of hot water was a gas geyser next to the
bath tub, whib gurgled andhissed into life with a whoosh of a lit match and a quick twist of
the valvesa taskonly ever performed by an adultfellt so proudwvhen | grew tall enougto

reach theold black Bakelitdight switches high above the picture railsto pull the chairto

flush the toilet.

There was aimcineratorin theback yard and a large woodpileome toa family ofhuge
bluetongue lizards. fie laundrywasunder thaearcorner of thehouseanda corrugated iron
archshaped recess attached to the sidi housed the copper for boiling wat@here was
anothercorrugated iromecesgutting fromthe backexteriorwall of the housdor the old

Metters stove

From our back windowsye could segjlimpses of the South East freeway and thasometer
at Greenslope®©n her wedding day, my sister was photographed leavingtfrerfront steps

of number51,just as Joan Mackaywadin 1946. s

Author photo

Photo of Joan Mackay providec
by her niece Pamela Stewart
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Very soon after moving in, we removed theoden slablindson the front verandatwe
kepttheblinds on the side verandédr a few more years but eventually replaced them with
glasslouvres which requiredhe removal ofthe wiringfor my crystal radisetDad and |

had rigged up one Christma$hefront door to the side verandah was still the original square

wooden latticdout Dad lined it with plywood.

My parents occupied the main bedroatthe front of the housghich had French doors onto
the side verandalas did the living roomThere were two other bedrooms on ditleerside

of the house that didtthave a verandafihe bedroom doors each had adly timber

fretwork panel above them for cregentilation.Our sliding rear windows and the door to the

side verandahad panels ofolouredtexturedglass.

Image from Pinterest

A huge arch linked the dining and living roormternally, we removeda wall to open ughe
kitchen andprovidemoreairflow. There were picture rails in the living room and all the

interior walls were O60tongue and grooveb vert

Roof repairs and repainting was an early prioiy.parents clad thexternal wallswvith
aluminium rather than removd #he leadbased paint Alf Mackaysed on the weather
boardsbut we retained the original bld@ent door, with its large knocker in the shape of a
| i on 6 s thettaasom windaabove.Theconcretefront path,boldly painteddarkred

by Alf to match the rogfwas stillsolid but faded.
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One day, there was an enormdiusd as one of the original timber stumps under the house
fell over. It was timed restumpthe old gir| butinsteadwe concreted irgalvanised steel
poles,remowed the bak external staircasgutin internalstairs andenclosed the unddrouse

with Besser blocks whi ch i s how many of the houses we

Author photos

Eventually the housewas sold to Shannon Nomineasd the block was cleared. There are
no recordsable to be found of where it was relocated despuiteéactinghouseremoval

companie®f the timewho are still in business
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43 Lothian Street

Corley Collection

www. https://www.realestate.com.au/sold/propertshouseqld-annerley127932830

One of the most recent exampled.othian Streehouseson large dual titldlock replaced
by units, tlis home was originally occupied by Francis W Dalton anddrisly from 1913 to
192316 Newspaper social pages descdlttee Daltons involvmentin comingof-age parties,
military sendoffs and fundraisers for returned soldiers, along with the RobinsoreyerB

Street behind them, Mrs Mclvor froRerribaon the corner of Ekibin Roaghd the
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